Background: The definition of standards of medical care and curricula for training of medical officers in nursing homes has been neglected until very recently. The EUGMS has taken a lead on this topic, examining both current national policies [1] and establishing the first set of standards of medical care in the biomedical literature [2] . A topic worthy of research is to define a core curriculum for competence in medical nursing home care.
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Methods: Itemising and comparison of curricular items in a range of national and international sources, including the IAGG Handbook, Irish, Dutch and Australian curricula, and the AMDA competencies curriculum. These will then be prioritised by a Delphi process involving members of national societies in the EUGMS. Results: Items common to all five sources included: delirium and dementia, mobility and falls, polypharmacy and medication review, palliative and end of life care and incontinence. Mood disorders, skin care, infection and management of chronic diseases were featured in four out of five sources.
Conclusions: This preliminary work lays the foundation for the development of an agreed common trunk to an EUGMS curriculum for training of doctors working in nursing homes with older people. It will also allow for the development of audit and quality indicators.
